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BIO: 

MOOSE

Paul Curtis, hailing from the north of England, had already begun to develop the intricate design aesthetic and playfully subversive worldview that would become hallmarks of his work long before art school classmate Damien Hirst anointed him with the nickname, “Moose”.  However, the moniker stuck for good once he took to the streets and first began cleaning things that didn’t belong to him in the summer of 1999.  Armed with only a small rag and an agenda to promote a new release from the small independent record label where he worked, he created his first work in grime in a small local tunnel. Hence, the art of “reverse graffiti” or “grime writing” was born.

Fifteen years on, Moose has created murals, been invited to speak and exhibited his work around the world, from Beijing to Mexico to Tasmania.  His groundbreaking methods and remarkable work have been widely covered by the art press and mainstream media alike, from early coverage in the influential U.K. publication The Face, to recognition by the New York Times in its “Ideas of the Year” for 2009. A variety of networks, from the BBC and Discovery Channel to CNN, among others, have produced features on him, and a 2008 short by acclaimed documentarian Doug Pray chronicling the creation of a work for the Broadway Tunnel in San Francisco has garnered over one million views on YouTube.

The very process by which Moose creates his work is, in itself, an undeniable commentary on ecological issues of pollution, decay and the tension between the urban and the organic.  As such, he supplements his many personal and commercial works with frequent works for charitable and public service organizations as diverse as The Metropolitan Police (London), The British Government, Greenpeace and Water Aid.  Revive, for 1956 by Tai Ping, represents his first-ever departure from working with found exterior surfaces to create a product for commercial flooring interiors.

