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THEME: AMBIGUITIES AND CONTRADITIONS IN THE CARIBBEAN SPACE
The way Caribbean people harmonize conflicts, emotions, social and personal mythology often defines them. This harmony contributes to the contradictions and ambiguities lived in the Caribbean space.  Those that accept the contradictions and ambiguities, without question, are often rewarded with that womblike security that characterizes the diversity of the Caribbean diaspora. Those that do not, simply accept, find themselves riding the tides, searching, exploring, mediating, a certain space.  This phenomena is fertile ground for writers with Caribbean experiences not only because each island is known for a certain personality but the Caribbean experience itself is also said to cultivate certain personalities.  The Caribbean Writer is seeking works that explore the contradictions and ambiguities in this Caribbean space.  

We invite writers to examine the idea that for many in the diaspora a certain cultural kinship or   a certain personal or social connection to a place, a person, or a history provides the kind of emotional satisfaction that, at times, easily substitutes for truth. But our ambiguities and contradictions often have nothing to do with facts or even truth.  So, writers  can explore the ways  that  people are  content to tap into the universal Caribbean cultural over soul to represent the concept of truth, sometimes because of the way this tap  might offer a kind of protection and security that does not require anything more than imagination  and social compliance. Even geography plays out its own ambiguities and contradictions in this space.   Writers can also explore the way people embrace their contradictions and celebrate their ambiguities. 
In Volume 29, we hope to highlight and document this phenomena in its broadest sense. We also invite works that provide a critical and historical overview of the resilience and resourcefulness of Caribbean people as well as the implications of certain contradictions and ambiguities that help to define the notion of the contemporary Caribbean.
Submission Guidelines

The Caribbean Writer is an international literary refereed journal with a Caribbean focus. The Caribbean should be central to the work, or the work should reflect a Caribbean heritage, experience or perspective.

Submit poems, short stories, personal essays and one-act plays. Maximum length (for short stories and personal essays) is 3500 words or 10 pages. Only previously unpublished work will be accepted. (If self-published, give details.)

Follow this procedure for submissions: Put name, address, and title of submission on separate sheet. Title only on submission. All submissions should be on a separate sheet.  Include brief biographical information and mention previous publications and Caribbean connection, if any. Type (double-spaced) all manuscripts.

All submissions are eligible for these prizes:

The Daily News Prize for best poetry ($300)

The Canute A. Brodhurst Prize for best short fiction ($400)

The David Hough Literary Prize to a Caribbean author ($500)

The Marguerite Cobb McKay Prize to a Virgin Island author ($200)

The Charlotte & Isidor Paiewonsky Prize for first-time publication ($250)

NEW PRIZE: The Cecile deJongh Literary Prize to an author whose work best expresses the spirit of the Caribbean ($500)
 Book Reviews - Persons interested in reviewing books should contact the editor indicating areas of expertise. Include sample reviews if possible.

Snail mail submissions to address below or email submissions to submit@thecaribbeanwriter.org as attached Word or RTF files.
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