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Enhancing Lives... Adding Value

Highlights 2019



Sarah is nine years old. She was removed from her parents’ care and,
five years later, continues to have nightmares about everything she
witnessed and endured. It was suggested that she would benefit from
equine therapy. YOU made it happen! Sarah is on her way to sweet
dreams. Thank you for your dedication to #SpeakUpForKids.
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 If you have an idea you think will positively impact the 
life of a child or build awareness around foster and 
dependency issues, we want to work with you

- Coleen LaCosta, Executive Director

THERAPEUTIC COURT
An award-winning pilot, the first of its kind in the US, to serve the most complex cases in our 
county through a round-table team approach. Every agency involved in a child’s case is 
represented and held accountable every week in a single meeting with Judge oversight. In its 
first year, TC achieved 11 ADOPTIONS across the 20 most traumatized children in the county’s 
care.

EARLY CHILDHOOD COURT
Child victims of abuse enter the system at every age. ECC is targeting the best interests of infant 
and toddler child victims -- 0 to 3 years. Working with their families, ECC is ensuring safe, 
permanent homes for these young ones faster.

FOSTER PALM BEACH
Dependency numbers continue to rise, and safe housing for our children remains in short 
supply. In 2018, we extended our impact efforts by creating Foster Palm Beach to recruit more 
foster families locally. 2019 saw this program institute a multi-pronged approach to outreach 
through faith-based advocacy, seeking corporate partnerships, and creating a unique 
opportunity to engage South Florida Realtors through the Open House Initiative.

STUDENTS SPEAK UP FOR KIDS!
In an effort to empower students with opportunities to serve and speak up for the children 
involved in Palm Beach County’s dependency court system, STUDENTS Speak Up for Kids will 
provide students the tools to create their own advocacy campaigns.




