Homeless Facts:

There are 9,500 homeless people in Hillsborough County alone.

In 2007, more than 364 homeless people died in the state of Florida.  Hillsborough County had the 2nd highest number of deaths in the state with 69 known deaths of our homeless neighbors.  

Why are there so many homeless in Florida, Texas, California....true story below.
This family moved to Florida to help keep their son alive.
Several years ago I was visiting someone I love very much at the psychiatric unit of a hospital in Tampa, FL.  While waiting to get in, I struck up a conversation with a mother waiting to see her son. She looked weary  around the eyes and her heart seemed heavy.

I greeted her with a smile and a listening ear. She told me her son had been in psychiatric 
care for 3 weeks. The police found him in a mall wandering around.  At the time, 
he didn't know where he was or where he lived. He suffers from schizophrenia.

She went on to tell me she and her husband had recently moved to Tampa because of their son's illness.  They previously lived in Ohio and were afraid if their son had an episode in the winter and wandered off, he would freeze to death.  After hearing this story, I now think of Florida as the survival state instead of  the "sunshine state."  
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