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TEFL Institute

TEFL Institute is the worldwide leader in professional TEFL certifications, with our headquarters based in Chicago.  We are the world leader in Online Professional TEFL certification; offering certification courses in over 20 locations worldwide, short term weekend courses and, and online training.  TEFL Institute is one of the few TEFL schools in the world offering TEFL courses through US universities for academic credit.  Classes are available at Roosevelt University in Chicago for credit and also offered though the University of Chicago and Northwestern University for noncredit.

TEFL Institute is dedicated to excellence in teaching English abroad.  We believe everyone can have the opportunity to be professionally trained to become an excellent English teacher and have the opportunity to live and work abroad.  We pride ourselves on offering guidance and advice to all new teachers in pursuing the opportunity of a lifetime within the exciting world of teaching English abroad.  TEFL Institute’s staff have lived, worked and traveled in over 50 different countries.  We are available to provide an honest, direct, up to date information and advice to help you turn this dream into a reality and join the hundreds of thousands of English teachers abroad.
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TEFL Institute or its staff are members of the following professional organizations: The College of Teachers, Association of Illinois Bilingual Education (ITBE), International Association of Teaching English as a Foreign Language (IATEFL), California Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (CATESOL), Association of International Educators (NAFSA), The International Accreditation of TESOL Qualifying Organizations (IATQUO), Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages, Inc. (TESOL), TEFL Board and Illinois Department of Education. 
TEFL Institute graduates are employed across the world in Asia, Europe, and Latin America.   Employment opportunities as professional English teachers are available in over 80 nations worldwide.  TEFL Institute works with many of the largest and most prestigious English teaching programs worldwide; both public and private.  
We offer lifetime job placement assistance to all our graduates. Our relationships include the Chile Ministry of Education/ United Nations Open Doors Program and public schools in China, South Korea and Japan.  We are associated with some of the finest chains of private language schools throughout Europe, Latin America and Asia.
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Is traveling a dream of yours?

Have you ever imagined living in another country or culture?  You can spend weekends visiting temples, or exploring rainforests, or shopping at the local market. Traditional festivals and holidays mark the passage of the seasons.  Language learning takes place outside the classroom.  Memories and friends cross cultural boundaries.  You are not a tourist but a resident.  Living in the country means seeing the side that tourists never do.  You see it because you are not just passing through.  You are a student of culture earning a living as a teacher of English.

These are the reasons thousands of native English speakers move half way around the globe to teach.  They come from all walks of life, united by the desire to see the world. Teaching English provides the opportunity to explore a new culture and support yourself while doing it. While teaching English can be more fun and more rewarding than you ever imagined, teaching is a real job. You will need to be able to manage a classroom, create lesson plans, design activities, prepare tests and formulate student assessments.  TEFL Certification will give you the training to do so. 
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Teaching English Overseas

What is Teaching English 
as a Foreign Language overseas?
Teaching overseas is a great way to live in another part of the world and to indulge in the culture as a local - not as a tourist.
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You’ll have the opportunity to see the world first hand, not just as an observer watching the Discovery Channel.  Living overseas as an English teacher is a great way to meet other people from around the world who are also looking for a new adventure. You can teach English in Europe, Asia, or Latin America for as long as you wish.  Hundreds of thousands of Americans, British, Canadians, Australians, New Zealanders and South Africans are hired to teach English due to their native English ability.  You will find thousands of foreign teachers in every major city around the world; they are all on the same adventure to experience a new culture.   It’s an opportunity for fun, growth, life experience and travel. Let’s face it, the opportunity to be paid to live in another country can be the experience of a lifetime!
ELT: English Language Teaching

English Language Teaching (ELT), often referred to as Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) or Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), is an exciting and dynamic field in today's world. English has become one of the preferred languages for international communication. English was already the international language of business before the growth of the Internet made it even more important. This is partly because many countries trade with English-speaking countries, but it is mainly because English is used as the international language of trade. For example, when the Japanese negotiate oil deals with Arab countries, the negotiations are normally conducted in English.

TEFL: Teaching of English as a Foreign Language

TEFL (Teaching of English as a Foreign Language) applies to the teaching of English in countries where English is not the official or preferred language for daily interactions. For example, TEFL certified teachers are needed in Brazil, Mexico, China, Thailand, and other non-native English speaking countries. For business, academic, or personal reasons, individuals find that knowledge of the English language will improve their ability to communicate in a global environment.
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The world market of English teaching
Every major city in the developed and developing world has a need for English language teachers.  Most larger cities have between 30 and 100 private language schools along with the teaching positions in the public schools.  Each private language school may employ between 10-50 English teachers.  There are an estimated 40,000 schools worldwide employing over 300,000 English teachers every year.  Most contracts are 6 or 12 months long.  
English for business in the globalized marketplace:
Just as many governments recognize the importance of English for the future growth of their economies, many foreign companies are aware that their future success will be more assured if their employees are proficient in English. Thus, many companies provide English classes for their employees. Some companies employ their own EFL teachers, while others pay for their employees to attend private language schools. Whatever the arrangement, almost all of the teachers desired are native speakers of English.
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Another important factor in the growth of TEFL abroad, is that many non-native speakers of English realize their career prospects may be greatly enhanced if they have some proficiency in the language. In Japan alone, over five million adults regularly take EFL classes in an effort to improve their career prospects. In India, where many people use English to conduct customer service and support for international companies, one finds many private schools that offer specific pronunciation training for non-native speakers of English. This is true of many other countries as well, as businesses adapt to the global economy. 

English is the language of education:


In order to prepare the youth of their own countries for this international job market and trade opportunities, education ministries all over the world include English in their high school curricula. In many countries English, is also an important subject at the post-high school level and is now widely taught in foreign universities, colleges and vocational schools. At this level, it has become increasingly popular for educational institutions to employ native English speaking teachers. 

English for travel and entertainment:
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Of course, not all adults who study English in language schools do so for work-related reasons. Millions of people all over the world learn the language for other reasons. Some want to access English language movies, TV programs, magazines, newspapers and books. Others want to use English when they travel abroad either to English-speaking countries or to other foreign countries. (It is now quite normal to hear German or Japanese tourists using English when they are checking into hotels in Mexico or Italy). Also, some people decide to study English purely as a hobby or as a self-improvement activity, in the same way that they might decide to take classes in art or aerobics. 
The result is that tens of millions of people of all ages spend hours each week learning English. They may attend classes in private language schools, elementary schools, high schools, universities, or at the workplace.

The job hiring cycle:

Approximately 50% of foreign language teachers leave after their contract ends to go back home or to another country.  With tens of thousands of teachers finishing their contracts each semester, every private language school and public school employing foreign language teachers needs a new stream of candidates to fill open positions.  Every country has its unique hiring seasons for the immense turnover of teaching positions.  It is all a matter of knowing the hiring seasons and interviewing in advance for these thousands of openings.  The English teaching market is a revolving door of teachers finishing contracts and new first year teachers replacing them.
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Finding employment is a simple process. Depending on the country, prospective teachers either interview in advance over the phone or interview in person during the hiring season.  The private school hiring seasons are:
Asia: The private school job market is so large that most countries are hiring year round.  Public schools start in March and September.

Europe:  September/October is the main season, 
January is the secondary season.  

Central America:  June/July and January/February

South America:   February/March and July/August

The students you will teach:

Depending on your employer, you may be teaching children, housewives, college students or corporate executives. Most language schools enroll students of all ages and backgrounds. You might find work doing private tutoring or teaching English majors at the university. We recommend looking at all the opportunities you can because each type of teaching requires different skills and offers different rewards.

Adults:


Adults are the largest client base worldwide.[image: image16.jpg]


 Adults in Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa need to communicate everyday with other nations for business purposes.  English is the common language of business, education, medicine and travel.  For professionals, it is a necessity to speak, listen, read and write in English for their current employment and future career advancement.  The world market dictates that there are no longer borders in commerce; every business connection is a phone call, email or text message away.  Even in countries where English is taught in primary schools, many adults now need refinement of their skills, especially in verbal communication.  

English classes for adults:

Language schools cater to individual adults wishing to attend language classes during non business hours.  Classes are often 45 – 90 minutes.

Corporate adult clients:

Oftentimes, language schools have contracts with local corporations to conduct lessons at the corporate offices for their employees.  The language schools send their English teachers to the client’s office to give language classes throughout the day.  Classes may be 45 – 90 minutes long. 
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Children:

English lessons for children:

The majority of jobs available for teaching young learners  in Asia.  The public schools need assistant language teachers who are native English speakers to compliment the native teacher.  

Young students also attend language schools after their public school day is finished.  Students typically take English classes from age 5 until they finish high school.  Young students will be studying English their entire youth in order to pass a college entrance exam in English (TOEFL).  The students need to obtain a certain standardized score for entrance into American universities or international universities that are taught in English.  Grade school children often attend summer language camps for complete English immersion.  
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Frequently Asked Questions:

Why do they want me?  I’m not a foreign language teacher.

Fluency in English speaking skills is your ticket for adventure and overseas employment:

The local English teachers abroad are well trained in foreign language methodology.  Many have degrees in Education and foreign language; just like the foreign language teacher you may have had when you were learning Spanish or French in high school.  The native teachers are well versed in teaching reading, writing and grammar skills - however, most do not have good verbal skills in English.  

It is very difficult for the native teachers to teach speaking and listening skills as they do not posses those skills themselves.   For example, a language teacher in China may never have lived in America and his/her speaking skills are very low.  Also, a teacher might be reluctant teaching speaking skills when they are not confident in their own verbal ability.

[image: image19.jpg]



This is where you come in!  You have been speaking English your entire life.  You are considered a fluent or expert English speaker.   You have an expertise that took a lifetime to acquire, hence, you have a skill that is in high demand worldwide.  

Is it necessary that I speak the language of the country where I will teach?

No. Language classes are best taught using an immersion technique.  The same way you will learn a language very quickly by moving to that country and being immersed; your students learn much faster by having their class taught completely in English.

Some schools do appreciate it if you know some of their native language, if for no other reason than to be able to handle yourself more comfortably in the environment. Few people who are interested in teaching abroad speak the local language before they go. It is advantageous for you to know some basic local language phrases of the country where you will teach, but it is certainly not necessary to be fluent. 
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Furthermore, many schools offer language classes and social activities to help familiarize their teachers with the local culture and language.
What are the most important qualifications to teach English and move abroad?

Patience, commitment, enthusiasm, adventurousness, an open mind, flexibility, adaptability and a desire to see the world!   If you have the desire to teach abroad then your next step is to obtain your professional TEFL certification.

The English teachers abroad: 

No matter where students study English, native speakers of English are considered by many educational organizations to be integral to the process of teaching English to their students. Fortunately, native speakers of English from many countries (US, Canada, United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa) are pursuing positions teaching EFL abroad in growing numbers.

Many teachers go abroad because they are seeking adventure or want to experience other cultures. Others want to learn a new language or improve one that they learned in school. Some teachers choose EFL as a means to support their travel expenses while helping people in need around the world. 

Many EFL teachers abroad have no previous training in education, although many have a BA or BS degree in an unrelated field.  Many English teachers abroad have not finished a 4-year degree but have their TEFL certification.
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Although some English teachers may stay in a country long term, most stay only temporarily (typically 6 or 12 months). This means that the job opportunities are plentiful each new hiring season.

Where can you teach English overseas?

There is a demand for English teachers in almost all non-English speaking countries in the world. Every country in the world has opportunities for trained English teachers.  
Asia: Countries such as Japan, China, Taiwan, South Korea and other countries in Asia have all become economic giants. Their booming economics bring more internationalization and an increasing need for English teachers. As a result, there is a huge demand for English teachers throughout Asia.   
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Europe: The market in Europe for English has always been strong as the proximity of many nations promotes learning several languages.  With the immergence of the European Union, free trade and opening of central and Eastern Europe, English has now become a necessity for business and education.   

Central and South America: The Latin American markets have been growing to larger trade with the rest of the world, Spanish is no longer the only language needed for prosperity for many people in Central and South America.
Middle East:  Egypt, Jordan, EAU, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, etc have a large need for teachers with the large concentration of oil wealth and higher education.  Most jobs are typically for the experienced teacher with a BA or MA in education along with a TEFL certification.  
You should consider why you want to teach, and base your destination upon those objectives. Teaching English is a job, not a vacation, and it would be a mistake to be teaching based solely on wanderlust. That said, the right environment, the right salary, the right language and the right streetside café can make the challenges of the classroom seem like the rewards of the world are at your doorstep.

People teach English all around the world. Some popular teaching destinations include:
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Asia: China, South Korea, Taiwan, Japan, Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia. Contracts in Asia are typically 12 months long. (China also offers 6 month contracts). The Hiring season is year round due to the large population and economic strengths of the countries.

Europe: Spain, Poland, Czech Republic, Turkey, Greece, Germany, Slovakia, Hungary, Italy, Russia, France, Estonia, Romania.  Many jobs are 10-12 month contracts.   Starting periods are September/October and January for most countries in Europe and ending in early July.


Latin America:  Costa Rica, Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Peru, Panama, Mexico, Ecuador, etc. are 6 or 12 months long.   Hiring seasons are June/July and January for Central America and July/August and February/March for South America.

Summer jobs:  Many countries will offer 4-6 week summer teaching jobs in language camps for school children.  Jobs are typically at camps in the woods or city day camps.  Ask TEFL Institute about these opportunities.
Financial Benefits: 
How much money does a teacher abroad make? How much can I earn?       
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The amount of money a teacher abroad makes is relative to their position, qualifications and destination. These are professional teaching positions with tuition paying students.  Teachers make their living year after year as professional teachers.  You will not be rich as an English teacher, but you will live a modestly comfortable lifestyle like a local.  You will be paid in the local currency according the standard of living in that country. Teachers typically make a wage in Europe and Latin America to live comfortably in an apartment, purchase groceries, bus money and extra money for fun after work.  Teachers in Asia can save a large portion of their salary.
Many teachers make extra pay teaching additional classes or tutoring individual students, but this will depend on the policies of your employer.  In addition to regular classes, teachers around the world typically teach private tutoring sessions and make double their work wage. This money goes far for traveling in that region.
Some employers provide free accommodation and utilities to help teachers cope with the cost. Some provide additional benefits like reimbursing your airfare and offering medical insurance. Offers vary from one destination to another and TEFL Institute highly recommends researching your placements in advance to make an informed decision regarding the job offer.

One very important factor to consider when applying for teaching jobs abroad is the cost of living in the country you are going to and the exchange rate. In China, for instance, you may enjoy a high standard of living and save some money, but you probably won't be able to pay a large mortgage payment back home, as the currency is of far less value than the US dollar.  The same job in South Korea may yield 2 to 3 times the amount of savings, as the Korean currency is much stronger than the Chinese to the US Dollar.
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The simple answer is:  you can easily make a livable wage overseas as a professional English teacher.  People teach year after year and do not do it for free.
Money Makers

Asia:  Teachers typically can save 30-50% of their salary.  Asia has a huge demand for English teachers and many people have money to spend on English lessons.  In China and South Korea many schools offer reimbursed airfare and free housing and often a year end bonus. You can save a substantial amount of your salary in many of the South East Asian countries.  It is realistic to save several thousand to over ten thousand dollars at the end of your teaching contract depending on the country you teach in.
Break Even and Experience Makers

Latin America and Europe:  You typically make a comfortable wage and break even on living expenses.  You get paid to work in a country with a castle down the street or a tropical rainforest down the road.  As they say, you won’t be rich but you’ll have a heck of a time living abroad.
Extra Income
Private tutoring is very common and lucrative around the world.  Teachers typically make double their hourly wage.  Private lessons are very easy to obtain and provide a nice income for extra travel expenses.
English teaching positions around the world
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Private language schools:  

Most countries have a private language school industry. At these schools, you teach English conversation to people who want to develop their English skills, maintain the English they've learned previously, or experience another culture. Your responsibilities could range from teaching business English to company executives to leading summer day camps for elementary school kids.

These schools may specialize only or may offer a variety of language classes.  Schedules vary, but often 25 - 30 hours a week of teaching with 12-15 hours of prep work is typical. Work hours are often 2 – 9 pm with some work on the weekend.  You are teaching when children get out of school and adults finish their work day.  
Public schools 
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Public school systems in many countries hire native English speakers to work as assistant language teachers at grade schools and at junior high schools.  Work is typically a Monday – Friday job, 22 - 30 hours a week of class, and 12-15 hours of lesson planning.  You generally work from 8 am – 4 pm.
Universities


For more qualified and experienced TEFL teachers, university teaching jobs offer prestige and a very comfortable lifestyle.  Teachers typically have an advanced degree or many years as a certified English language teacher.

Volunteer Positions

- Government/Non-governmental organizations –

The Peace Corps of the US, Volunteer Service Overseas in the UK, and other NGOs offer great volunteer teaching opportunities. In one such program, TEFL Institute works with the Chilean Ministry of Education and the United Nations Development Program to place teachers in the English Opens Doors program in Chile.


- Mission programs - 


Many church and mission-based organizations sponsor TEFL teachers to go abroad to teach English.
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TEFL Institute Students:   

Who takes a TEFL certification and teaches around the world?

· Age: Students from ages 18-87 have completed our TEFL certification.


· Educational background:  Approximately 35% of our students have not yet completed a 4-year degree, 65% have a 4-year degree and 5% of those have an advance degree.


· Gender:  50/50 male to female ratio take our TEFL training.


· Overseas experience:  50% of our students have not yet traveled abroad - this will be their first time.


· Previous teaching experience:  Only 5 % of our TEFL students have previous teaching experience or course work in education.  Current certified teachers realize they have a lack of training in the foreign language field and register for our training as a way to teach in a new field.  The international teaching market also requires a professional foreign language teacher have a professional TEFL certification.
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The common factor: Having a dream to live abroad, be a quality instructor and have the courage to follow your dreams.
Finding English teaching jobs overseas:

How do I actually get a job teaching overseas?

As a TEFL Institute graduate, you can apply to overseas jobs via the many postings on the ESL job boards, directly contact schools in the country where you wish to work from the international school directory, or ask TEFL Institute to facilitate introductions with schools or recruiters we have relationships with around the world. Most international teaching job searches and interviews are conducted by email and phone calls between the prospective teacher and the hiring school.   There are hundreds of thousands of positions available worldwide. 
Jobs are obtained by interviews; you are not “assigned’ any place by TEFL Institute.  You chose to interview with an employer in the country you wish to work.  You and the school will decide if there is a mutually good fit and then proceed with employment.
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For summer opportunities, TEFL Institute has programs available in China, Chile and Spain. We also have partner organizations for volunteering in developing countries where volunteers pay for their experience, as the host country is not able to pay for volunteers.  
Job placement assistance for TEFL Institute graduates: 

Part of TEFL Institute’s service and support is to teach you about the English teaching job market; where to find teaching jobs, interviewing skills and how to determine if the job and country is right for you.  We offer lifetime job placement assistance at no charge as a TEFL Institute graduate.  We provide you with the resources to contact thousands of schools, and we can initiate contact with trusted schools and recruiters around the world.   
When you graduate from our professional level TEFL course, you will be 100% prepared to find many options for a good job at reputable schools worldwide. We give you the resources to obtain many job interviews - you will be responsible for being professional and being prepared for that interview.  
TEFL Institute will offer job placement assistance to you in a variety of ways:
1. ESL job search manual:  All of our graduates receive a manual with instructions on creating your international resume and cover letter, also information about hiring periods, interview questions and listings of international job boards with tens of thousands of posted jobs from around the world
2. ESL worldwide school directory:  We will forward you a directory of approximately 8,000 schools worldwide that you can contact for job openings.  Many positions are not listed on job boards. Having the school’s contact information gives you a jump on the competition.


3. Referrals to preferred language schools:  TEFL Institute has relationships with schools in Europe, Asia and Latin America.  We will forward you our preferred list of schools that are waiting for our TEFL graduates to contact them.

4. Job interview assistance for International TEFL course participants:  For the students who take our 4 week TEFL course at an international location, the site director can arrange interviews for jobs during or after the training.  The directors in Europe, Latin America and Southeast Asia will provide interview assistance in that country. Paid teaching positions in Africa, India and Nepal are scarce, most students go to these areas to volunteer.

5. Forwarding your resume to schools and recruiters in selected Asian countries:  The market is so large in China, South Korea, Japan and Taiwan, we can forward your resume to recruiters and schools we have relationships with.  You will proceed with the interview process via email and phone.
For those countries where you can interview via email and phone calls, the process starts 2-3 months in advance.  In other countries, you need to be there during the hiring season and interview in person. To learn more about the typical hiring procedures of different countries, speak to a TEFL Institute advisor about the different options.
Picking a country to teach in:

Am I sent to a certain country or do I get to choose where I go?
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You decide where you want to teach!  With Professional TEFL Certification you can teach around the world; the choice of the country is yours.  You are not assigned a country like with the Peace Corps or the military.  You can work in a different country every year if you wish. Some countries require a 4-year degree and others are open for those who have not completed a degree.  TEFL Institute can give you advice, but it is your choice to interview wherever you wish.  
Questions you should consider:

· Do you want to learn a certain language?
· What type of weather and climate are you interested in? 
· Do you need to make extra money or savings?
· Do you want a “Western” country or amenities, a developing country 
with a very different exotic experience?

· Do you want to teach children or adults? 
· What countries are you eligible to find employment?

· How long do you want to teach?

· Do you need a country where airfare is reimbursed and allows
low financial start up money?

Qualifications for employment as an English language teacher:

1) College degree? Some college?  No college?
The qualifications required by employers vary widely depending upon the demand and availability of teachers and the work visa requirements in your country of interest. About half of the countries worldwide require a Bachelors degree in any field.   Ask the TEFL Institute for a country chart which lists degree requirements. 
As a rule of thumb, most of Latin America, some Eastern European countries, Spain, Russia, Thailand and China do not require a 4-year degree if some of the language schools.  
2) Citizenship requirements for working in different countries: 

Most English teaching jobs are for fluent or native English speakers with citizenship of US, Canada, United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa.   There are many jobs for fluent English speakers around the world but those will be on a country by country basis.
3) Native or fluency level of English

You are hired for your fluency level of spoken English.  Teachers will interview over the phone for many positions so the hiring manager can hear your fluency level.  

If English is not your first language, but want to teach in your home country, this is a common occurrence.  Approximate 80% of all English teachers worldwide are not native English speakers but teach in their own country.
4) TEFL Certification
Language schools will require a TEFL certification for employment.  The international standard is 120 hours of training.  All of the European schools will require 120 hours.  Some schools in Latin America and Asia will accept a shorter TEFL course but the premier schools will require 120 hours.
Interviews for English teaching jobs abroad:
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Job interviews are done in 1 of 3 ways:

1) Advance interviews via email and phone.  

2) Interviewing in person in the foreign country  

3) Advance interviews done prior to going abroad 


1)  Advance interviews:  
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After you contact a school abroad, typically the school or recruiter will email you the job opportunity and set up a phone interview.  You will discuss the job/pay/housing/flight details with the school and decide if this is the position for you, as the school will determine if you are a right fit for them.  Any information they need from you, such as, a copy of your passport, letters of reference, transcripts, etc., are your responsibility to obtain and forward to the school. 

TEFL Institute is available for advice, but you will make the job decision and follow through with all of the details for employment. You typically need to start the interview process 3 months prior to the start date of the job.  This is common in China, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Indonesia, Central and Eastern Europe, and some Latin American countries  
2)  Interviews abroad:
Many countries will require you to come to their school in-person during the hiring cycle.  Up to 50% of the teachers from last term have left and the schools need to fill positions.  Schools are reluctant to offer a position in advance to later find out a teacher does not show up, leaving 100 paying students without an instructor.  
More schools are interviewing in advance to secure the best teachers but each country has its own customs.  Typical countries for in person interviews are: Western Europe, some schools in Eastern Europe, some Latin American countries and some schools in Vietnam and Thailand.
3)  Interviews in person prior to going abroad:
Interviews in person are common for Japan and necessary for work visas.  These are conducted in the US, UK, Canada and Australia.  A formal interview process, along with video taping a teaching exercise, may be then sent to the hiring committee in Japan for review.  

Is there a job contract? Should I sign a contract?

[image: image38.jpg]


In most cases, you and the schools will agree to a written contract. A contract will simply outline the agreement of pay, work hours, benefits, etc. to make sure there are no misunderstandings about each party’s responsibilities.  You can research a school in advance by speaking to former teachers. Just remember your experience is individual and just because someone else loves or loathes a school doesn't mean you will share their views. 

The TEFL Institute will provide you with a job placement guide to provide you with the qualifying questions you will want to ask your employer to evaluate the merits of the position.   If the job is not for you, simply walk away and find another teaching job elsewhere; it is your choice.

Can I start a job search and interview immediately?

Students can start interviewing with schools immediately after registering if they are in the right hiring season.   (See country chart on typical hiring seasons.)  Phone interviews typically begin 2-3 months prior to the hiring period.  Those who take our online course can start the interview process while in the class if it corresponds with that country’s hiring dates.  If you are taking an international TEFL course, you can do advance interviews with some schools, but they will only offer you the job contingent on showing up with your TEFL certification.
Where will I live while teaching overseas?

When you interview with schools, you will ask about the typical assistance for finding an apartment.  Many new teachers will share an apartment with other English teachers, others often move into the newly vacant apartment of a teacher who just finished his/her contract.  Schools have teachers coming and going every semester and this is the most common thing to help the new teachers with.   Some schools do provide free accommodation either a private or shared apartment, on the school campus, or in a homestay (if in a small town).  
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How do I actually pack up and move overseas?

TEFL Institute offers pre-enrollment advice and pre-departure support.  We offer manuals on moving, health, safety, packing and traveling overseas for long term employment.  We will offer information on obtaining documentation to move and live overseas. Your new employer abroad will also be a great resource to help you.
If I take the TEFL class do I have to move to another country?

No, you can just take the class for your own knowledge, to volunteer domestically and sometime find part time work and tutoring in private language schools. 
Can I take the course now and go overseas in a year or two?

Yes, it is a lifetime certification and you can teach anytime.  Many of our students take our courses 6-12 months in advance of the date they are looking to move.  It’s always good to plan ahead by having a course finished and giving you time to interview, pack and prepare to move.   The choice is yours for where and when you go.

TEFL Certification Training Overview:
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This is an international training and certification course for native or fluent English speakers to teach English overseas.  You do not need to go to school for a 4-years degree in Education or a 2-year Master’s Degree as is needed to teach in the public schools of America.  You can take a condensed certification course referred to as TEFL Certification (Teaching English as a Foreign Language).   Classes may consist of a weekend seminar, 50 hours or the international professional standard of 100 hours of course work and 20 hours of student teaching/observation.

In a professional TEFL course, you complete your 120 hour course (100 hours of class work and 20 hours of student teaching) in four weeks at one of our international TEFL training centers, or you can complete the same coursework part time over two months in our TEFL professional online course.  Our syllabus for each TEFL class is listed on our website.
Shorter courses offer wonderful basic training to get you overseas in some countries more quickly and more economically, but is not the internationally recognized level of certification.  Speak to a TEFL Institute advisor on the best options for you.
120 hour TEFL courses will provide training in the following areas: 

a.  The Field of TESOL/EFL, student learning styles, the classroom physical environment

b.  A brief history of language teaching
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 Assessment of student needs and developing a framework for TEFL instruction

d.  Developing lesson plans on how to teach listening using 

 Presentation, Practice and Production (PPP)

e.  Speaking strategies and lesson plans in the EFL classroom

f.  Reading strategies and lesson plans in the EFL classroom

g.  Writing strategies and lesson plans in the EFL classroom

h.  Grammar in EFL Instruction

i.  Use of supplemental materials in the EFL classroom

j.  Complete a final project on lesson planning

TEFL Institute Courses

A)  Online TEFL Certification:

· TEFL Professional (120 hour course):  100 hours of coursework over 2 months part time and 20 hours of volunteer student teaching at a local ESL classroom near you.

· TEFL Basic (50 hour course):  Self-paced self study course.  Can be done in 2 weeks to 6 months.
B)  International TEFL Certification locations: 
 
100 hours of coursework and 20 hours of student teaching.  Courses are typically 4 weeks long and run 
Monday – Friday from 9am – 6pm.
C)  Weekend Seminar TEFL Certification: 

TEFL Seminar is all an all day, in person class held on a Saturday and Sunday. 

D)  TEFL Combination:

TEFL Professional Online Course and Weekend Seminar taken together.
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TEFL Institute Online Training

TEFL Professional – 120 hour online certification

(100 hour online course & 20 hours student teaching)

Purpose: Ideal for students seeking to teach English abroad professionally as a paid English teacher and who wish to train part time with the ease and flexibility of distance learning.  This course is also useful for volunteering or working in some private ESL classrooms domestically.  The 120 hours of training is the industry standard for professional TEFL certification worldwide.
Course Description: The 100 hours of coursework translates to approximately 12–15 hours a week of work over a 2 month period.  Coursework can be completed at any time of the day.   Within the virtual classroom community hosted on Blackboard.com, students will participate in a comprehensive course which teaches the basics of second language acquisition and the methodology required to Teach English as a Foreign Language (TEFL).   A student will be part of a class of 20 online students moderated by a university-level professor.  
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In order to complete the course successfully, the student must complete homework, timed quizzes, tests, essays, give online feedback to other students and complete a final project of a thematic unit.  The course features peer review via discussion groups, which is complemented by continuous online teacher feedback.   The course is not running on live-time, which provides flexibility for our students to login day or night.
The four cornerstones of language learning will be covered:  speaking, listening, reading and writing. Training covers the basics of language methodology, linguistics, phonetics and grammar.   Teaching skills of lesson planning, curriculum development, classroom management skills, personality and language assessments are covered.  (See syllabus.)

TEFL Practicum:  20 hours of student teaching and/or observation at a local ESL classroom
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This course serves as the in-person field laboratory for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learning. Students will volunteer as an EFL tutor, instructor, or assistant with an ESL or EFL organization in their community. Students typically volunteer at language schools, community centers, community colleges or church groups which offer ESL classes.  

You will complete 20 hours of observation and tutoring under the guidance of a trained ESL teacher. Upon completion, you will submit a TEFL Time Log along with a TEFL Journal to the TEFL Institute.  In the Practicum, you will experience ESL/EFL instruction up close and personal. Your time in a real classroom will help prepare you to teach English abroad.
After you mail in your log sheet of your TEFL Practicum, TEFL Institute will issue your professional TEFL certification and can assist with job placement in Asia, Latin America and Europe.  

Students may take the class as a way to get experience as a teacher.  Teaching overseas is not required.

TEFL Basic – Online TEFL Certification

Students will complete 50 hours of self-paced/self-study online coursework.

Purpose:  
Designed for students seeking to teach English abroad professionally in a paid English teaching position. This course is also useful for volunteering or working in some private ESL classrooms domestically.   This is ideal for those wishing to do summer volunteer teaching with a shorter course than a professional level.
Course Description: Students will be trained to Teach English as a Foreign Language (TEFL). Most of the work is automated tests and quizzes with a smaller component of term papers which will be graded and reviewed by your professor.  This course is a great starter course designed for quick and practical application. 

This course is a self paced/self study course which allows you to turn in homework and papers on your own schedule.  You will get feedback from your professor, but will not have the class interaction of 20 peers as you would in the TEFL Professional.

The four cornerstones of language learning will be covered:  speaking, listening, reading and writing. It covers the basics of language methodology, linguistics, phonetics and grammar.   Teaching skills of lesson planning, curriculum development, classroom management skills, personality and language assessments are covered. 
This course is great for those wanting a shorter and less expensive class than TEFL Professional but who still want basic training.   Students who are looking for a shorter time commitment in a class can finish this course in 14 - 30 days or can stretch it out to 6 months. The paid teaching markets available with this certification are Asia and Latin America.  Many schools will require a 120-hour course, but some will accept less training.  




In-Person TEFL Training:
International 120 Hour - 4 Week TEFL Certification: 
Locations:  Worldwide 

USA:  Chicago, New York
Europe:  London, Spain, Italy, Portugal, Greece, Hungary, Turkey, Russia
Asia:  China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Nepal, India
Latin America:  Mexico, Costa Rica, Peru
Africa:  Kenya, Tanzania, Ghana

Purpose: 
Ideal for students seeking to teach English abroad professionally in a paid English teaching position. This course is also useful for volunteering or working in some private ESL classrooms domestically.   The 120 hours are the industry standard for professional TEFL certification. 

This 120 hour TEFL certification course is offered on-site at our TEFL Institutes around the world. The standard consists of 100 hours of course work and 20 hours of student teaching in a live ESL classroom.  This 4-week course consists of TEFL academic instruction in a classroom with feedback, role playing, and live student teaching with local students.  Classes are typically held Monday – Friday from 9 am – 5 pm with homework in the evenings.  Weekends are free to explore the city.  Social events and trip outings are also scheduled and available.  Please review our website to see the particulars of each country location.

The four cornerstones of language learning will be covered:  speaking, listening, reading and writing. Training covers the basics of language methodology, linguistics, phonetics and grammar.   Teaching skills of lesson planning, curriculum development, classroom management skills, personality and language assessments are covered.

Housing and airport pickup may be arranged for each location.   Housing is typically in a homestay, hostel, shared or single hotel room or apartment.  Accommodations vary by location.   The course director will assist you in advance to assist with your accommodations. 
The program director at the school may also assist in job placement in that country if you are eligible to work there.  


TEFL Seminar – 

Weekend - Saturday and Sunday 
Purpose: 
1) Designed for students seeking additional in person training to supplement the 120 hour online TEFL Professional course.

2) Designed to give short hands-on TEFL training in order to teach English abroad professionally or volunteer teaching position.  Some countries and schools will accept this short course alone but many others will not accept this training alone for paid positions.
Course Description: This course is offered as a two day weekend seminar.  The course hours are all day Saturday and Sunday.   Students will be trained to Teach English as a Foreign Language (TEFL).  The course consists primarily of hands on exercises, group and individual teaching exercises, role playing, video tape review and round table discussions.  An overview of basic language methodologies, language teaching practices and cultural awareness exercises to teach English abroad are all important components of this course.

Practical, real life teaching exercises, lesson planning, mock teaching, and video tape review will be incorporated to provide simulated English teaching classes. This class is designed to introduce students to teaching English to non fluent speakers.   The four cornerstones of language learning will be covered:  speaking, listening, reading and writing. Training covers the basics of language methodology, linguistics, phonetics and grammar.   Teaching skills of lesson planning, curriculum development, classroom management skills, personality and language assessments are covered.

This course is great for those wanting a shorter and less expensive class 
than the TEFL Professional, but still get basic training.  The job market available from this certification is in Asia and Latin America.  Many schools will require a 120 hour course and some will accept less training such as a weekend seminar.  Students may take the weekend class as a way to get into the English teaching market and later take our 120-hour online course.  

What costs are involved?


· The tuition of your TEFL class, either online or international on-site.  (See pricing on our website)

· If taking an onsite course: Your flight and first month’s living expenses.  The first month’s expenses vary greatly between Asia, Latin America and Europe.  Some countries will reimburse flights and provide free housing after accepting a teaching job.  This is separate from your TEFL class.  Please review the country chart for approximations or speak with an advisor.
· Expenses such as passport, visas if necessary, medical insurance, etc.
· Some in-person classes require an extra fee for class text books.
How much are TEFL classes?

1. TEFL Professional online classes: $ 1,350

2. TEFL Basic online classes: $ 595

3. TEFL Seminar:  $ 495

4. TEFL: Combination:  $ 1,845

5. International TEFL 4 week classes 

a) Europe International TEFL Classes:  $ 2,095. 
b) North America, Central America:  $ 1,995 
c) Asia:  $ 1,595 - $ 1,995
Housing and food costs are extra at international locations. 
(See website for details. Prices range from $ 300 per month in Asia to $ 900 per month for housing in Europe.)

Some international locations have an additional book fee.  No additional book fee is required for the online courses, though hard cover books may be purchased if desired.

TEFL Institute Class Registration


TEFL Institute Requirements:
 
Anyone who is 18 years or older and a fluent speaker of English with a high school diploma (or GED) from any country is welcome to enroll in our TEFL classes.  
How do I register and pay?

You can register online with a credit card, call in to a TEFL advisor, send a bank wire or money order or use pay pal.  International course have either a deposit or full payment due at least 90 days in advance to hold a class spot and avoid late fees.  Enrollments in classes are on a first come basis.  Advance registration is highly recommended to obtain the class date your desire.
What happens after I register?


You will get a confirmation email confirming your enrollment into your course from your program advisor and start working with our customer support staff.


For students registering in our online course:


· You will get your user name and password emailed to you on the day the class starts.  Your instructor will be assigned to you will be provided with their contact information.  The tech support person’s information will also be included for any minor login or technical issues.

For students enrolling in an international course:

· You will be provided with the information of the course director in that country and you will discuss the arrival details and housing options.
All online and international location students receive the following from our student services department:


· Job Placement Manual with information on: resume writing, job interviewing, country information and popular ESL job board websites to prepare you for your job search

· Worldwide directory of over 8,000 ESL schools 

· Contact person at TEFL Institute for placement assistance and advice

· Health and Safety Manual

· Travel Manual

· References for international health insurance

Procedure for TEFL Class Registration

STAGE ONE Application Items - To register for TEFL Institute Classes

1) Register online at:  http://www.teflinstitute.com/register.php  Or 
2) Ask for downloadable registration materials and email/fax or call in to reserve a space.  

You will need to turn in:

· Application
· Terms & Conditions Contract 

· Tuition
· Statement of purpose – for TEFL Institute internal records.  
STAGE TWO - Student Enrollment Confirmation and Support 

A confirmation email will be sent with procedures to start scheduled online or international classes.

A Job placement manual and support items will be emailed by our student service department, including job placement assistance and advice.

TEFL Institute
1906 W. Irving Park Road Chicago, IL 60613   (773) 880-5141  www.TEFLinstitute.com   info@TEFLinstitute.com

