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“Heather Stumpf is co-owner and photographer of Vavoom Pinups. Stumpf, 34, runs the private Logan Square studio with her partner, Chicago actor-photographer Chris Popio. "We're trying to even out the playing field with things we're bombarded by on a daily basis," Stumpf said before a shoot. "How women should look in advertising, magazines, billboards. From a very young age we think, 'I can never be like this' or 'How can I be like this?' We say with the right care, makeup, photography and pose coaching, you can attain what you want."

Vavoom shoots can be transformed into calendars, leather-bound books, CDs, playing cards and even Zippo lighters. Clients range in age from 25 to 45.

Amy Scherman had heart valve surgery in February. She is 25. Her best friend Kristina Calvert bought an extravagant 12-hour pinup/boudoir package deal that both women used in July. The bonding gift was a surprise for Scherman. Calvert found Vavoom on the Internet.

"What we liked about Heather's is that no matter what you look like, what your body shape is, she will make you feel like a million bucks," said Scherman, a Chicago medical receptionist. "You're hesitant at first. I had never done this. But every woman should be able to experience something like that without having any reservations. If I wanted to do a pose highlighting my scar, she would tell me to lean forward. It looked great with everything else. People who don't have scars don't have stories to tell."

