SUPERIOR GROCERS TO DONATE COMPUTERS TO BURGLARIZED LOCAL SCHOOL
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United States of America (Press Release) October 13th 2010 --

Santa Fe Springs, CA – Superior Grocers, one of Southern California’s largest independent supermarket chains, announces the donation of laptops to Watts Learning Center.

Superior Grocers is committed to supporting the communities it serves.  Over the years, Superior Grocers has partnered up with the local communities by supporting local churches, schools, and non-profit organizations by donating millions of dollars in support.  Superior Grocers recognizes and values the importance of the community's vitality and educational programs, and is therefore devoted to being active partners to enriching educational foundations, like the Watts Learning Center. 

After learning that electronic equipment, including numerous computers used by the students, was stolen from the Watts Learning Center, Superior Grocers demonstrated its commitment by jumping into action.  Phil Lawrence, Chief Operating Officer of Superior Grocers, quickly made a company decision to donate computers to the school.  Superior Grocers firmly believes that institutions like the Watts Learning Center are vital to the community.

Superior Grocers will donate Twenty (20) Mac Book 13” widescreen notebooks at a presentation on October 15, 2010, at 11:00 am.  Ms. Nelson, the Director of Watts Learning Center, along with Superior Grocers representatives, Phil Lawrence, COO; Valarie Bailey, District Manager; and Chris Gonzales, Store Manager, will be present and speaking at the presentation.
Presentation Date: 
October 15, 2010

Presentation Time:
11:00 a.m.

Location: 

Watts Learning Center




310 West 95th Street, Los Angeles, CA  90003, Ph: 323-754-9900. 

BACKGROUND

From the Los Angeles Times

Electronic equipment stolen at Watts Learning Center [Updated]

September 23, 2010 |  4:17 pm

One of the city’s highly regarded schools, the Watts Learning Center, was the target of a break-in and the theft of most of its electronic equipment from a new classroom building, a school official said.  

The losses included 20 laptop computers, half a dozen desktop computers, projectors and cellphones -- basically everything electronic from six of nine classrooms in the building, said Gene Fisher, the school’s founder and chief executive.   

Watts Learning Center is an independently operated, free public charter school in the 300 block of West 95th Street in the Broadway-Manchester area.

“We’re still in a state of shock, and we have to assess what we do next,” Fisher said. “But we’re not going to be deterred. The good schools are not exempt from some of the ravages of crime.”  The break-in occurred sometime between 8:30 p.m. Sept. 15, after a parents' meeting, and 6:30 a.m. Sept. 16, when the school's staff arrived. [Corrected at 8:45 p.m.: An earlier version of this post erroneously reported that the burglary occurred Wednesday.] 

The burglars apparently broke a thick window over the door, getting around the building’s security measures. While police investigated, teachers held classes outside and in the auditorium.

The school, which serves a low-income, mostly African American population, posted its highest score -- 860 -- this year on the state’s Academic Performance Index. The state’s target score for schools is 800. If every student at a school tested as academically proficient, a school’s score would be 875.

The perpetrators, Fisher said, “didn’t get the kind of education these kids are getting.”

Anyone with information should contact the Los Angeles Police Department at (877) 527-3247 or provide an anonymous tip by calling (800) 222-8477. -- Howard Blume

