Free Download of New Chapter of The Forgotten History
of Staten Island To Be Released In Celebration Of The Birthday 
of  the World Famous Photographer Alice Austen on March 17! 
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Dr. D. I. Kniebocker (The distinguished Staten Island Historian) is set to release another chapter of his life’s work, The Forgotten History of Staten Island on March 17, 2012 – the 146th anniversary of the birthday of the great, American, photographer, Alice Austen. The March 17th date is hardly a coincidence as the new free chapter is devoted to an account of the forgotten history of Alice Austen. It will appear as a free download on http://fhsi.wordpress.com/ the official blog of the Forgotten History of  Staten Island. The new chapter will be accompanied with an illustration by noted artist Ed Weiss (who was awarded a 2011 New York State Council of the Arts Original Work Grant for his previous work bringing Dr. Kneibocker’s Forgotten History to life.

 Dr. Kniebocker has generated much controversy in recent years both through his unusual methods of uncovering the past (which include archaeological expeditions on Staten Island and contacts with the spirit world) and his groundbreaking discoveries, several of which have not been generally accepted by historians who have more convention research methodologies.

This new chapter in Dr. Kniebocker’s epic work will no doubt continue his tradition of raising a few eyebrows, as it details the heretofore unknown long distance relationship between Alice Austen and the famed author/photographer/mathematician Lewis Carroll, who was best known for his children’s book classic Alice in Wonderland.  According to Dr. Kneibocker, the young Alice Austen believed that Carroll’s book depicted her adventures on Staten Island and this that led her to initiate what would become a lifelong correspondence. Equally likely to prove controversial, is Dr. Kneibocker's contention that it was Lewis Carroll that inspired Austin to take up photography. But undoubtedly most controversial of will be his account of three-sided relationship of Carroll, Alice Austin, and her longtime companion Gertrude Amelia Tate that resulted in them uniting in a little known type of union referred to as a “Boston-Cambridge marriage.”  
Whether you’re an admirer of Dr. Kniebocker’s work or a detractor, March 17 is certainly a day to mark in your calendar, for this latest chapter in his epic work will be the most controversial yet.  

In addition to his vast library, Dr. Kniebocker has (through direct contact with the spirit world) supplemented his research with interviews of past Staten Islanders. To improve his occult vision he makes use of an Optivisor modified with a special refractory Zeiss lens and a Motorola computer chip. Some of Dr. Kniebocker’s most important discoveries have come via this method. His constant companion in these forays into the past is his cat Brutus (a reincarnation of the Roman statesman). Here Dr. Kniebocker and Bru�tus are having an intense con�versation with former U.S. Vice President and Staten Is�land land developer, Daniel D. Tompkins. After numerous conversations the good doctor has come to believe that, “the spirits are surprisingly well informed.”








