Betty DeGeneres – She gifted the world with a great talent, but Elizabeth Jane DeGeneres is no mere “backstage mother.” Author, activist, and breast cancer survivor, Ellen’s mom (and also mom to brother Vance) considers herself a late bloomer, earning her Bachelors and Masters degrees after the age of 50, and a civil rights activist. She lived through her daughter’s coming out twice, once in private when then 20-year old Ellen first told her, and then again in 1997 when Ellen made television history by doing it on-air. Since then Betty has been a staunch advocate for LGBT rights, becoming the first non-gay spokesperson for the Human Rights Campaign’s National Coming Out Project. As a result of her work, DeGeneres has helped countless families learn acceptance, tolerance and support for their  LGBT loved ones.   

Michelle Obama – The President and First Lady have a modern White House marriage, as parents and as a political power couple. Unlike previous first ladies who stayed in the background, Michelle has been front-and-center with her husband, working as a united team and proactive parents. The 48-year old Chicagoan has become a style icon, a role model, and a force to reckon with; championing the Child Nutrition Bill as part of her “Let’s Move!” initiative to bring together community leaders, teachers, doctors, nurses, moms and dads in a nationwide effort to tackle the challenge of childhood obesity. On the Obama parenting style Michelle says, “Barack and I feel that our greatest responsibility is to raise two productive, respectful, kind empathetic young women."

Lisa Belkin – A veteran journalist, Belkin’s writing often validates women feeling overwhelmed by motherhood. In her bestseller Life’s Work: Confessions of an Unbalanced Mom Balance she assured women that it’s okay not to have all the answers and to make mistakes – it doesn’t make you a bad mother. The Huffington Post senior columnist, and mother of two grown boys, tackles a variety of parenting-related subjects in her column – from lighthearted to heart-wrenching, pop culture to prickly controversy. She approaches most of her topics (and life in general) with equal parts perspective and sense of humor; examining the issues, myths, stereotypes, and modern culture of motherhood.

Stephanie Decker – “The love of my children goes beyond anything else in this world.” Those are the words of 37-year old Stephanie Decker who faced down a devastating tornado on March 31st that literally destroyed her Indiana home around her. Throwing her body across those of her children (8-year old son Dominic and daughter Reese, 5) she shielded them through the monster twister. When it passed, both children were unscathed, but Stephanie was left with seven broken ribs, a punctured lung, and both legs crushed. Miraculously she survived, though both legs required amputation surgery. She shuns the title of hero though stating, “It was just mama bear instinct.”

Reese Witherspoon – The 36-year old Oscar winning actress embodies current Hollywood style combined with “Old Hollywood” grace. She also proves that today’s thoroughly modern movie star can also be a traditional mom. The mother of a preteen daughter, an 8-year old son, and a third baby on the way, she’s has said of motherhood, “I know it’s corny, but being a parent to me is such a great privilege; that I get to chaperone these beautiful little souls through life. They astound me with their knowledge and their humor.” 
Summer Sanders – Summer Sanders wears many hats – athlete, actress, tv presenter, author – but the “job” she takes the most pride in is motherhood. The 39-year old four-time Olympic medalist is the mother of two, daughter Skye (5) and son Spider (4). “My husband and my kids are definitely my number one inspiration,” she says. “If my kids say they love me, hug me, there is just no better feeling.” A busy on-the-go mom, in between balancing family and her thriving career Sanders takes time out to help other children. She supports a number of child-related causes, even facing down “The Donald” by competing on Celebrity Apprentice to raise awareness and money for Right To Play, an international children’s humanitarian organization.

Victoria Beckham – No woman can have it all. Who are we kidding, Victoria has it in spades – a gorgeous husband, a glamorous life, and 4 beautiful children! But not one to just sit around being a privileged “Posh,” Mrs. David Beckham is a hands-on mom who also juggles a thriving fashion career. The former Spice Girl and bestselling author may seem “too perfect” but she’s not afraid to admit that being a mother is hard work, but also the best job in the world. "I'm basically just like any woman who is working and has lots of children – it's tough. There's not a team of people doing it for me. Our entire lives are planned around the children. We don't want to miss anything in their lives. Ever!"

Meredith Olafson – For six women, Meredith Olafson holds a special place in their hearts. She’s given them the most precious gift one woman can give to another, the gift of motherhood. Olafson has surrogated 11 children in the last sixteen years; two sets of triplets, a set of twins, and 3 single births. In addition, the 47-year old private nurse from North Dakota has given birth to four children of her own. On March 29th Meredith delivered her 15th and final child noting, “my uterus is officially retiring!” To the woman whose lives she touched she has become a member of their family. “I love her,” says the mother of one of the sets of triplet. "I call her every year on their birthday at 7 in the morning (the time they were born). When the phone rings on April 29th, she knows it's me and I simply say two words: Thank You.” 

Ann Romney – Like many “Washington Wives” Ann Davies Romney has found herself reluctantly thrust into the spotlight – and sometimes the controversy – of politics. It is a role she bears with dignity, grace, and a sometimes wry sense of humor; taking recent ill-conceived comments by actor Robert De Niro and political pundit Hilary Rosen, and critical scrutiny of her husband in stride. “You just learn to take a deep breath,” notes the 62-year old Mrs. Romney. Married to the former Governor of Massachusetts and hopeful Republican nominee for President for 43-years, she is the mother of five children (all boys) and grandmother to 16. She is also a tireless supporter of numerous charities including the National Multiple Sclerosis Society; having been diagnosed with the disease herself in 1998.
Holly Robinson Peete – Holly began her career at the tender age of five, appearing in the very first episode of Sesame Street (her father Matt Robinson was one of the original cast members). Since then the actress, singer, author, talk show host, and spokesperson has enjoyed numerous career accomplishments, but it’s hearing her autistic son say “mom I love you” that she cherishes most. The 47-year old wife of former NFL quarterback, Rodney Peete, and mother of four children (ranging in ages from 15 to 7), is a passionate advocate for families affected by autism. “When God hands you issues, you just have to take them on,” says Robinson Peete. In 1997 Holly and Rodney founded a non-profit organization called the HollyRod Foundation, to provide medical, physical, and emotional support to individuals living with Parkinson’s disease (her father suffered from the disease) as well as families of children with autism, providing resources to help improve the lives of children diagnosed with the disorder. Also a Celebrity Apprentice alumni, while she was “fired” in the season finale, losing the job to rocker Bret Michaels, she earned the distinction of raising the most money for charity ever on the show (nearly $600,000). That record would stand for two years until broken by another celebrity super mom, actress Marlee Maitlin.

