PRESAGE The Reality of The Virtual
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If prophesies can change history by enlightening us so we can strive for an alternative outcome, will men benefit if we can see our future or will men suffer because the most wonderful dreams for one are often nightmares for others? In this dystopian novel, clairvoyant computer games and simulated historic personae, who end th battle between socialism and capitalism once and for all are a few things we can look forward come 2018...     
Hong Kong, 8 June 2012 – Presage, by Hong Kong author Betsy Cheung, depicts the world in 2018 when society has changed to cope with the systematic depletion of wealth from the people to an oligarchy which –as part of their game plan of world dominion- is slowly shifting the burden of welfare on the people. Technology has advanced so much it is possible to simulate the mind of historical personas, and their insights put the world trajectory in an exponential acceleration. The problem is how to keep it on track. Written in the aftermath of the economic tsunami, the story is based on the premise that post-2008, structural change has been implemented in the economy with all the mayhem and controversy that change inevitably causes. Cheung leaves it to the reader to decide whether it is for better or for worst which is not an easy task as voices of dissent spin into a vortex. Original ideas and hair-raising notions are explored in a clever plot which plunges Sam, a prodigious computer game programmer and Sophie Chantal, a journalist fresh out of school, in a fast-track narrative and soon they find themselves entangled in the games of media barons, secret agents, virtual scientists and apostles.
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With the economy of so many countries in near shambles, the stance Cheung makes about the world in 2018 is topical and its launch timely as it explores a new avenue in the impasse between the one percent and the ninety-nine percent even though it only forms the back ground of a story about two wide-eyed youngsters striving to put in their chip and make a difference in a post-modern world too complex for anyone to control. It is notable however, that Cheung is simultaneously launching a booklet about the changes in this hypothetical world.
‘Operation Pebbles’ is a thirty-four page ‘Manifesto of Compassion’ as the subtitle gives away and explores how community action can make the invisible hand visible which at best can make a real difference and at worst is an edifying read in these times of trouble when we can all use an extra hand whether visible or invisible. Judging from the response since the official launch of its website ‘Operation Pebbles’ in April this year, it falls somewhere in-between, depending how committed one is. The long-term effect that Cheung claims it can have however, seems far-fetched, but then, so are most ideologies set in an ideal world. 

What Cheung does in the novel is imagining what will happen to the theory in a real world far from ideal, but something is not the same: allegedly she has made improvements in the manifesto after testing them in the narrative. What she could have done after that, is to change the narrative because of the improvements in the manifesto, all the while testifying how prophesies can really change the world, even if it is just a fictional one. Instead, after the chicken ate the egg she laid herself, she has incubated the next egg for publication and we are all waiting for it to hatch and see if the new chick will be any different.    
Published by Pebbles Publications, both books will be available from Amazon from June 8, 2012 in paperback and kindle version. 

About the Author
Born in Hong Kong, Betsy Cheung grew up in Holland and studied in the UK. She worked as a senior associate at an architectural consultancy in Hong Kong and is now combining writing with teaching architectural design at college. ‘Operation Pebbles’ and ‘Presage’ are her first publications. She is currently working on a fictionalized memoir, which will be published in 2013. She maintains two websites, www.betsycheung.com and www.operationpebbles.com and lives with her daughter in Hong Kong. 

For more information about ‘PRESAGE’, contact PEBBLES PUBLICATIONS at 852 94872103 or visit www.betsycheung.com/more.html to read interview with author. 
Testimonials From Website:
“I’m impressed, I must say. Really not often do I encounter a blog that’s each educative and entertaining, and let me let you know, you may have hit the nail on the head. Your concept is outstanding; the problem is one thing that not sufficient people are speaking intelligently about. I am very blissful that I stumbled throughout this in my search for one thing referring to this.” Rous5286@gmail.com

“Thanks so much for providing individuals with an exceptionally spectacular possiblity to read critical reviews from this blog. It’s usually so superb and also full of a great time for me and my office mates to search your web site no less than 3 times every week to find out the latest guides you have got. Not to mention, I am just usually amazed with the striking thoughts served by you. Selected 1 points in this posting are unequivocally the most suitable we have all ever had.”  Sanchirico2163@gmail.com


“I’m impressed, I must say. Really rarely do I encounter a blog that’s each educative and entertaining, and let me let you know, you will have hit the nail on the head. Your thought is excellent; the difficulty is one thing that not sufficient persons are speaking intelligently about. I’m very joyful that I stumbled throughout this in my search for one thing regarding this.”Chadderton@gmail.com


“I precisely needed to thank you very much yet again. I’m not certain what I would’ve handled without those solutions discussed by you regarding such concern. Completely was the scary matter in my position, but encountering a new specialized style you processed it took me to cry over happiness. Now i am grateful for this guidance and sincerely hope you recognize what a great job you were carrying out educating the others using a web site. Most probably you’ve never come across any of us.”Mcnichols95960@gmail.com


“I am glad for commenting to make you know of the incredible discovery my friend’s princess developed viewing your web site. She picked up lots of details, not to mention what it’s like to have an amazing teaching heart to make many people quite simply gain knowledge of specific tortuous topics. You really surpassed my desires. Thanks for churning out such beneficial, trusted, educational and fun tips on the topic to Janet.” Cayce@hotmail.com

“We’re a group of volunteers and starting a new scheme in our community. Your website provided us with valuable info to work on. You’ve done an impressive job and our entire community will be grateful to you.”Blundell@gmx.com


“I have to show my appreciation to this writer just for rescuing me from this incident. Because of surfing around through the world-wide-web and meeting thoughts that were not pleasant, I figured my entire life was over. Being alive without the presence of approaches to the difficulties you have sorted out all through this posting is a critical case, as well as ones that might have adversely damaged my career if I hadn’t discovered the blog. Your talents and kindness in playing with a lot of stuff was valuable. I am not sure what I would’ve done if I hadn’t encountered such a step like this. It’s possible to at this time look ahead to my future. Thanks a lot very much for your expert and results-oriented help. I won’t be reluctant to endorse your web site to any person who needs and wants support on this problem.”Towne2097@hotmail.com 

“Wow! This can be one of the most beneficial blogs we’ve ever come across on thesubject. Basically magnificent info! I’m also a specialist in this topic therefore I can understand your hard work.” Sheeks@gmail.com
“I’m amazed, I have to admit. Rarely do I encounter a blog that’s equally educative and entertaining, and let me tell you, you’ve hit the nail on the head. The issue is something that too few men and women are speaking intelligently about. I’m very happy I found this during my hunt for something concerning this.” Rightmyer@gmail.com
“My brother suggested I might like this web site. He was totally right. This post actually made my day. You can’t imagine just how much time I had spent looking for this information! Thanks!” aontkog345@hotmail.com
“May I simply say what a relief to discover somebody who really understands what they’re talking about on the net. You actually realize how to bring an issue to light and make it important. More and more people need to read this and understand this side of your story. I was surprised that you are not more popular because you definitely possess the gift.” Norstrud@gmail.com
“I wish to express my love for your kindness giving support to those individuals that absolutely need help on your area. Your personal dedication to passing the solution around was incredibly beneficial and have continuously encouraged workers much like me to achieve their pursuits. Your new valuable recommendations entails so much a person like me and even further to my colleagues. Regards; from each one of us. “Broadbent38097@gmail.com
“I’ve been browsing online more than 3 hours today, yet I never found any interesting article like yours. It’s pretty worth enough for me. In my opinion, if all web owners and bloggers made good content as you did, the internet will be a lot more useful than ever before.”Oltman54012@gmail.com
“I simply wanted to develop a brief note to be able to thank you for the superb ideas you are posting on this website. My rather long internet investigation has now been compensated with excellent concept to go over with my visitors. I ‘d state that that we website visitors actually are extremely fortunate to exist in a notable community with so many outstanding people with insightful tips and hints. I feel somewhat blessed to have come across your web pages and look forward to some more entertaining times reading here. Thanks a lot once more for a lot of things.” Arnt13549@gmail.com
“My husband and i were so more than happy Michael managed to deal with his researching out of the precious recommendations he received out of your weblog. It is now and again perplexing to just choose to be freely giving strategies which often the rest have been trying to sell. And now we do understand we have the website owner to appreciate for this. The main explanations you have made, the straightforward web site menu, the friendships you will help to create – it is mostly spectacular, and it’s facilitating our son and us reckon that this subject is excellent, and that’s unbelievably fundamental. Thanks for all the pieces!” Melaide13@gmeail.com
“I happen to be commenting to make you understand what a fine experience our daughter experienced checking your web page. She picked up too many issues, which include what it is like to have a very effective helping character to get most people without hassle understand a number of specialized topics. You actually did more than her desires. Thank you for producing such productive, trusted, revealing and as well as unique tips about that topic to Lizeth.” Sligar33@gmail.com
“My wife crazy about the way you write.”  jason.joeysa@yahoo.com
“May I just say what a comfort to uncover someone who genuinely knows what they’re discussing on the internet. You definitely realize how to bring a problem to light and make it important. A lot more people should read this and understand this side of your story. It’s surprising you are not more popular given that you certainly possess the gift.” Himenez@gmail.com
ANSWERS TO FAQ :
a. When did you first start writing and what started you off?

I’ve always liked writing, mostly articles, poem, skits of 400 to 800 words which I publish in my blog and whatever writing one needs to do for work as a design architect. A colleague once read a design description I once wrote for a project and said that if that was written by me, then I should be a writer and not an architect. There were other hints like when someone asked me what I really wanted to do if it could be anything and I realized to my own surprise that I wanted to write a novel. 
b. Where do you get your ideas from and is there any book which inspired you to write these books?

I got the idea for ‘Presage’ when a friend of mine gave me the book ‘Kingdom Come’ by J.G. Ballard, about a retail mall in suburban England in which consumerism instigated riots by football hooligans. I was working as a design architect for an architectural retail design consultancy and it got me thinking about the trappings life presents and I started writing to get myself out of the grip that reality had on me. Coincidentally that was in the fall of 2008, and next thing I knew the economy collapsed and one scam after another were revealed. The financial house of cards fell apart, Capitalism became the big bad wolf and everyone was talking about structural change, while at the same time the ‘solution’ propagated was how to stimulate growth and more consumerism.   

c. What is the message of ‘Presage’ and ‘Operation Pebbles’ and why did you write a fiction and a non-fiction books about the same subject?

I’m intrigued by J.G. Ballard’s idea that alternative histories can throw light on the strange way the real world works. It strikes me that unless something as drastic as a terrorist attack or an economic tsunami happens, people are not really critical of the political or social problem nor are we conscious of the freedom and the limitation thereof until one steps outside of what society and the law allows us. 

Presage explores and depicts a world where the foundation stone of post-modern world is deconstructed to make place for a different system by integrating the current system with its very antithesis. Seen through the eyes of a new oligarchy spouting recycled rhetoric,  life goes on and people are given the impression of drastic changes and real emancipation is on the way while in reality, the result is not that much different until the two original culprits who made up the ideologies are revived, who rip each other’s theories to pieces and patches them together again...  Banal as it may sound, the premise of Presage is that in reality this positive disintegration of social norms has happened time and again with the same result whether it goes disguised under the name of ideology, religion or modernization. Come 2018, technology has advanced enough that the simulation of the human brain has become reality and the protagonist imagines that with the help of technology he can design a program to accumulate collective intelligence by recording the patterns in which our cerebral organ work  branch by branch, leave by leave  and help men overcome their gullibility, but to do so, he has to overcome  the limits that society allows him.     
To complement the narrative of ‘Presage’, a successor of the current economic system which is based on a growth-model had to be devised. Such is the reverence we have for capitalism for such a long time that it is almost sacred and all its shortcomings are dished up as inevitable gaffes of humans who are abusing the best system yet.  In the name of fiction and with the license that writing an alternative history lends, it was not too difficult to come up with an alternative. After I finished writing ‘Presage’, in which it was called the ‘scores’, the resulting system model was modified, and I decided to start a website based on it, which I named ‘Operation Pebbles’ based on a metaphor I used in the book.   To my surprise, the response from the public was amazing. It’s  an exponential curve and still rising. I received over ten thousand comments in less than two months, ninety-nine percent of which was positive.  After reading the comments and evaluating the result, I have decided to publish it, because it has merits which may help to overcome the current issues of the economy, proving beyond my expectation the benefits of Ballard’s alternative histories.  

d. Being a Chinese, do you feel more comfortable to write in English?

Growing up in Holland, Dutch is the language I was educated in although I had to learn French, German, Latin and English as well Cantonese which my parents forced my brothers and I to speak at home lest we forget we are Chinese, but having left Holland for more than two decades, English is the language I feel most comfortable with. It’s an interesting question. Language is a medium through which we not only communicate and think, but more than just a tool, it’s also a distillation of culture and history, and a way of seeing things and transcribing the world into verbal abstractions which happens in very different ways with different metaphors and phraseologies for each language.   And in fiction it can bring an extra layer of meanings if the author knows how to use and play on it properly.

e. Who do you imagine as your audience?

These days, people are more mobile and cosmopolitan. There is a huge group of Chinese expats who spend a fair amount of time overseas who have come back to Hong Kong or China to work because of the opportunities there. We all have a mixed and somewhat complicated identity as we have lived in various countries, but I also see a similarity with most Chinese people who have grown up in China. Though they have never gone anywhere, the politics have changed drastically over the six decades under extreme circumstances and there are identity issues too. The fact is that the world is getting smaller. When the closer context in which different cultures coexist does not result in tolerance and understanding, they can become a source of existential conflicts which is difficult to bridge. That’s where Positive Disintegration comes in, but it has to happen naturally because it turns into totalitarianism when coerced. Everywhere, the same issues arise of bridging cultural, political and religious difference and it is truly an universal problem. I guess my audience are people who have experienced being caught ‘in-between’ .
f. Where and how do you write?

I don’t have a disciplined routine, but I try to write the first thing in the morning until I have had enough. I’m mostly productive when I’m anxious to get the plot to certain intricacy and the characters to grow and I’m not on the right track, then I can be quite obsessed and write for ten, twelve hours a day.  Sometimes, I don’t write for days but do research and other things, but I get ideas which I write down in a little notebook and I process it in the back of my mind until I have it all sorted. The clearer I see it in my mind, the easier it is to write. When I see it clearly, it just flows out of my fingers. It is a good to step away from it routinely, so when I go back to it, I see it with a fresh eye. When I go back I sometimes go on a rampage and edit out pages and pages or rewrite whole story lines that seem to make sense at the time, and on a second or third reading appear superfluous or off, but I save everything. Writing a novel can be like film editing, it is a sequence of scenes, different settings or different moods, and combinations results in a different book, it takes many trials to get it right, and after it is right I often get ideas to make it better. Writing is exploration in a way, my writing takes me places, presents solutions and prove me wrong sometimes, because a train of thought is followed through and seen from all sorts of angles in a way I wouldn’t if I wasn’t writing. If I have an eternity, I could work on a book forever.      

g. What is your current project?

My next project is called ‘Confession of A Deviled Woman, A Memoir’, but it’s fiction. It’s about a woman’s struggle and exploration of the fine line between social impropriety, (in)sanity, how the mind works, and how it is controlled.
