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March 26, 2015
Competition concerns in the Greek beer market

The Hellenic Competition Commission (HCC) has recently approved the merger of Mythos
Brewery (Carlsberg) and Olympic Brewery (Fix).

This means that at least 85% of the beer market in Greece is now controlled by two foreign
multinationals, Carlsberg and Heineken (owner of Athenian Brewery and brands such as Amstel
and Alfa) who will dominate the market to the detriment of locally owned breweries or new
entrants.

The HCC’s decision, which placed no restrictions on the merger, is a concern for the Greek
economy and consumers alike. Rather than taking steps to ensure an open and competitive
drinks market that encourages new investment and job creation, the HCC has saddled the Greek
consumer with the prospect of continuing high prices and less choice.

The HCC still has to rule on Athenian Brewery’s alleged long-term market abuses (cash payments
and other incentives to compel distributors not to sell competing beers).

However, it has chosen not to hold Heineken International responsible for the actions of its
Greek subsidiary. By doing so, the HCC has already missed the opportunity to apply effective
sanctions that will deter anti-competitive behaviour.

Macedonian Thrace Brewery is a wholly Greek owned brewery. For further information please
contact us through our website http://www.verginabeer.com/ or by phone on +30 25310
38715. This press release expresses the views and opinions of Macedonian Thrace Brewery.

Brewery: Komotini Industrial Area, P.O. 13, Komotini 691 00. Tel +30 25310 38715, Fax +30 25310 38729 '
Thes/niki Branch: Sindos Industrial Area, P.O. 1206, Thessaloniki 570 22. Tel +30 2310 798915, Fax +30 2310 798930 & TUVHELLAS
Athens Branch: Spata Ave. 187, Pallini 153 51. Tel +30 210 6664407, Fax +30 210 6664408 005 gt

URL: www.verginabeer.com, e-mail: mthsa@vergina.com.gr



http://www.verginabeer.com/
mailto:mtbsa@vergina.com.gr
https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=8_QP-Gu2XkS7WX62hrBpQCDApmZ8OtJIQjEa4nww44nVLMzLUVkHcs8zXD2rN79i4BUuw4vpF6A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.verginabeer.com%2f

