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PETER MAX RETURNS TO OCEAN GALLERIES FOURTH OF JULY WEEKEND 

WITH HIS NEWEST COLLECTION OF COSMIC ART 
The iconic artist isn’t slowing down with new art and exciting projects underway 

 
STONE HARBOR, NJ – June 19, 2017 – When Peter Max returns to Ocean Galleries (9618 Third 

Avenue, Stone Harbor/609.368.7777) over the Fourth of July weekend, he will be celebrating two 

occasions that are deeply meaningful to him: America’s independence and the fiftieth anniversary of the 

“Summer of Love.” 

 

The “Peter Max – Summer of Love 50th Anniversary” exhibit will be at Ocean Galleries from Friday, June 

30 through Wednesday, July 5, 2017, and will include a new collection of signature artwork with paintings 

ranging from his colorful, iconic, cosmic works, to classic imagery from his illustrious five-decade career. 

 

Gallery-goers will have the chance to mingle with Peter Max 7:00 to 9:00 PM on Saturday, July 1 and 

Sunday, July 2, 2017 as he signs purchased artwork. 

 
Make Every Day Earth Day, Copyright Peter Max 2017 

Making Homes Beautiful Since 1986 
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For the past five decades, Peter Max’s art has been part of the fabric of American pop culture - from his 

numerous museum and gallery exhibitions to a giant Moscow Music Peace Festival stage, a six-hundred-foot-

long Woodstock ’99 Music Festival stage, a two-hundred-fifty-foot-long billboard flanking the U.S. Pavilion 

at the World’s Fair in Seville, Spain, the hull of a giant Norwegian Lines cruise ship, and Dale Earnhardt’s 

NASCAR race car. Max has been official artist for six GRAMMY Awards, five Super Bowls, the NHL All-

Star Game, the 2000 World Series, the 2000 Kentucky Derby, the U.S. Winter Olympics, World Cup USA, 

the Indy 500, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, and many other notable events in sports and music. Max’s 

portraits have honored U.S. Presidents, foreign dignitaries, rock stars and jazz musicians, movie stars and 

sports icons.  

 

 
Statue of Liberty Fireworks, Copyright Peter Max 2017 

 
Peter Max has a long and impressive history celebrating the Fourth of July and painting the Statue of Liberty, 

including working as an artist and activist to raise funds for its restoration.  He was part of the U.S. 

Bicentennial celebration in 1976, when the King of Sweden presented the book, Peter Max Paints America, to 

President Gerald Ford and incoming president Jimmy Carter at the White House.  At the request of First 

Lady Nancy Reagan, he attended another White House Fourth of July celebration in 1981 to commemorate 

President Ronald Reagan’s first year in office, creating six 8-feet tall Statue of Liberty paintings in the White 

House Rose Garden and marking his sixth year of the “Liberty” painting tradition.  He helped ring in the 

millennium with OpSail (Operation Sail) 2000, joining President Bill Clinton in celebrating with the largest 

peacetime assembly of ships in New York harbor’s history.   
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“It has been a great privilege to have participated in Fourth of July celebrations,” says Max. “They have been 

great celebrations of the freedom and equality that has made America the most creative and democratic 

country on Earth.” 

Another important celebration to Max was the “Summer of Love” in 1967, when nearly 100,000 young 

people gathered in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury neighborhood to celebrate their own music, art, peace 

and freedom. Max's vibrant, cosmic images captured the spirit of the '60s youth movement, and was cited as 

“the visual counterpart to the music of the Beatles.” 

"Throughout this wonderful period, I was consumed by the idea of innocence as well as transcendence. My 

cosmic art subjects were always euphoric...My inspiration came from the new youth movement in America 

and in return spoke to it," said Max. 

 
Peace Doves, Copyright Peter Max 2017 

 

Whether ringing in another Fourth of July or celebrating at iconic festivals such as the “Summer of Love” 

and Woodstock, Max’s artwork and enthusiasm have remained unsurpassed and relevant to the times.  In 

May of 2017, Max collaborated with Wrangler in celebration of their seventieth anniversary as well as the 

fiftieth anniversary of the “Summer of Love”.  Max first collaborated with Wrangler in the early '70s on a 

clothing collection that featured bold, colorful pieces, including jeans, western shirts and jackets, printed 

sweats and tees shirts, all with packaging and tags designed by the artist in his iconic, cosmic style that 

celebrated the energetic youth movement of the era. 
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This year, the United States Tennis Association (USTA) called on Peter Max to create the 2017 U.S. Open 

theme art, which celebrates the twentieth anniversary of the Arthur Ashe Stadium.  The artwork was unveiled 

at Peter’s studio in New York City on June 14, 2017.  Max was also commissioned to create the U.S. Open 

theme art in 1997, which featured the Arthur Ashe Stadium for the first time.  

 
USTA President Gordon Smith (left) with Peter Max as the 2017 U.S. Open art is unveiled. 

Copyright Peter Max 2017 
 

Guests can meet Peter Max at Ocean Galleries in Stone Harbor, NJ, where he will be signing purchased 

artwork at receptions taking place 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM on Saturday, July 1 and Sunday, July 2.  The exhibit 

will be at Ocean Galleries (9618 Third Avenue, Stone Harbor, NJ/609.368.7777) Friday, June 30 through 

Wednesday, July 5, 2017 from 10:00 AM until 10:00 PM, with all artwork available for acquisition.   
 

In addition to an extraordinary collection of artwork and custom-framing, Ocean Galleries also offers a variety of 

hand-made crafts from local, regional, and national artists in America, such as glass, pottery, jewelry, and 

furniture.  All summer exhibitions take place at the Stone Harbor location of Ocean Galleries (9618 Third 

Avenue), which is open from 10:00 AM until 10:00 PM daily throughout the summer season. The Avalon, NJ 

location of Ocean Galleries (2199 Ocean Drive) is open daily from 9:00 AM until 5:00 PM.  For more 

information, call 609-368-7777 or visit oceangalleries.com  

 

# # # 

 
For more than 30 years, Ocean Galleries has provided quality art by contemporary artists to their clients while practicing the 
highest standards of credibility and integrity in a comfortable and unpretentious atmosphere.  With locations in Stone Harbor 
and Avalon, New Jersey, the distinguished art galleries feature an ever-changing display of artwork that includes local artists’ 
watercolors, nationally recognized artists’ originals, popular beach prints, and limited editions.  Ocean Galleries also carries fine 
furniture and hand-made crafts from America and around the world.  Both locations have on-premises custom framing with design 
specialists and professional framers who can offer a wide selection of mouldings and an endless combination of traditional and 
custom-designed matting to complement and preserve any art.  For more information, please call 609.368.7777 or visit 
www.oceangalleries.com 
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