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Renowned British Gardener, Charles Dowding,
to Headline Murray Fest Midwest in Webster City, Iowa

WEBSTER CITY, IOWA – Murray McMurray Hatchery is pleased to announce Charles Dowding will headline this summer’s
Murray Fest Midwest homesteading conference and festival in Webster City, IA, on June 29-30.

Charles Dowding is an internationally recognized British gardener, author, and a pioneer of modern ‘no dig’ gardening and
organic soil management. Dowding shares 40 years of vegetable growing and ‘no dig’ experiments on his website, YouTube
channel, and books. He also continues to run a small market and teaching garden in Somerset, UK.

“Charles Dowding gave me the confidence to just get started gardening. I didn’t need a big tiller. I didn’t need to build raised
beds. Just some scrap cardboard and compost. It lowered the cost of entry. It was so refreshing to see someone hold the
door open and say ‘come on in’,” said McMurray Hatchery president and owner, Tom Watkins. “I’ve always gardened more
traditionally, but as my kids and work grew, time became harder to find. Charles Dowding showcased a way to garden that
was faster, and easier. I’m beyond excited to break out my best squash with such a venerated and distinguished gentleman
this summer.”

Murray Fest Midwest is Iowa’s premier homesteading, poultry, and gardening festival. This summer, attendees from across
the nation will head to the heartland to learn homesteading skills, chicken keeping and animal husbandry, gardening, food
preservation, and more from leading experts including Charles Dowding. Hosted by Iowa’s historic Murray McMurray
Hatchery, the festival also features live music each evening, featuring GRAMMY-winning singer/songwriter, Rory Feek.

Festival speakers include Jessica and Jeremiah Sowards of YouTube’s Roots & Refuge Farm, top podcasters from Coffee
with the Chicken Ladies, homesteader and best-selling author Ann Accetta-Scott of A Farm Girl in the Making, and
regenerative farming expert Daniel Salatin of Polyface Farm.

See Charles Dowding this summer at Murray Fest Midwest, as he shares how to grow soil more naturally; to grow healthy
and health-giving food; grow more, from fewer resources, in less time; and help the planet at the same time.

For more information on Murray Fest Midwest and to order tickets, visit MurrayFestMidwest.com.
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ABOUT MURRAY MCMURRAY HATCHERY
For 107 years, Murray McMurray Hatchery® has remained a trusted, family-owned business, working tirelessly to provide
the highest quality baby poultry to customers across the United States and Canada. From experienced enthusiasts to
backyarder chicken keepers, poultry keepers look to McMurray Hatchery for guaranteed quality rare and Heritage breeds,
best-in-class production varieties, low minimums, and all the supplies needed to raise a successful flock.
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