PRESS RELEASE
Avato Appoints Ken Ballou as Chief Executive Officer to Lead Next Phase of Growth
VANCOUVER, BC – May 1, 2025 – Avato, a leading provider of data integration and modernization solutions for data-intensive global financial institutions, today announced the appointment of Ken Ballou as Chief Executive Officer and principal investor. Ballou’s appointment marks a strategic milestone as the company accelerates its global expansion and deepens its impact within the financial technology integration landscape.
Proven Leadership for a Transformative Era
Ken Ballou brings more than 30 years of international leadership in the enterprise software industry, with a track record of delivering data-driven business alignment and growth across some of the world’s largest banking and financial services organizations.
“The global financial services sector is at a critical inflection point, where access to trusted, real-time data is the foundation of any competitive strategy,” said Ballou. “Financial institutions are under pressure to modernize legacy systems, adopt AI-driven applications, and migrate to the cloud—all while maintaining compliance and controlling cost. Avato is uniquely positioned to help them meet these challenges with speed, precision, and trust.”
Driving AI and Data Transformation in Regulated Industries
As CEO, Ballou will continue to strengthen Avato’s mission of modernizing highly regulated enterprises, enabling FinTechs and InsurTechs to drive value, and delivering trusted data pipelines to support real-time AI and next-generation operating models.
“We now operate in a connected systems economy, where seamless, data-driven insights into assets, clients, risks, and threats are essential,” Ballou added. “The firms that invest today in secure, scalable data transformation will lead the industry for decades. I believe Avato has the technology platform, methodology, and client partnerships to be at the heart of that shift.”
A Platform for Strategic Expansion
Under Ballou’s leadership, Avato will sharpen its focus on unlocking opportunities across traditional banking, financial services, and insurance ecosystems, particularly through partnerships with emerging FinTech and InsurTech providers. The company will also expand its data integration offerings to support more productive applications of AI as part of a full-scale digital acceleration strategy.
“Ken’s deep understanding of complex data ecosystems and his pragmatic leadership approach make him the ideal person to guide Avato into its next phase,” said Darren Stevens, Avato’s Founder, President, and CTO. “He brings a unique blend of global commercial acumen and client empathy that aligns perfectly with our mission.”
Ballou’s appointment as CEO is effective immediately.

About Avato
Avato accelerates the integration of fragmented systems and data, delivering the secure, connected foundation enterprises need to simplify, standardize, and modernize operations. Designed for highly regulated environments, Avato’s platform enables financial institutions to unlock data agility and power next-generation AI applications at scale.
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